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"CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
'BOARD OF NATIOHAL ESTRMATES

26 Jupe 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR THE INTELLIGENCE ADVISCRY COMMITTED

SUBJECT: Proposed NIE on Conditions and Trends in the lfiddle
Fost Aff‘octing US Seeurity

1. The last over-all sstimate on the Middle East was NIE-26,
deted 25 Arril 1951 and entitled: Key Problemg Affecting US
Efforts to Strengthen the Near Fagt, NIE-26 addresged itself
primarily to factors bearing on the development of the
strength of the area, with only limited coversge of other fac'tors
affecting US security. It 4id not examine the problems raised

~_ for the US as a result of associatien with the UK and F?ance in
the area,

2, Marewer, since April 1951 de‘veicmenta in the Middle
Fagt heve been sufficiently important to mqu.ire & z*e-eminatien -
of U security interests in the areas .

&. The Anglo-Tranisn oil dﬁ.sﬁuta renains ungolved,
- and politieal and eeommic %abillty in Iran
has deereased

b, The Ang?m—n tien dispute hes delayed plans for
egtablishment of = Middle Eagt defense organization
and remains a potentially serious threat to US
inlerests in the area. v

c. Anti-Western feeling, 8s well as political and
economie instebility heve, if enything, Increased
throughout the Middle East.

3. Finally, there exista no up~to~-date comprehensive
estimate on the Middle Easy which containg adequate intelligence
guidance for the i“omalatlon of long~range S poitﬁi%wmtne area,
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- 8 long-range estimate which, rather then attempting to prediet
the outecome of specific current issues, fdentifies the major
forces and trends in the ares, assesses their origin, reletive
atrength and probable development, and estimates thelr impact on

_ o 4. The deficiencies listed sbove con ‘b@@rﬁ“ be rsmdié& by
‘ the achiewement of long~range US policy obiectivea

5. This su‘bject was included in the "Prom of Lstimates
for Remainder of 1052," dated 5 by 1952, paragraph 2e, on which
"che Bom-d Lonsultad with the IAC representativesc
| ‘ 6., The members of the IAC are acecrdingiy roquested, to
| aprrove, by telephonic notice prior to the cloge of business on
; _ “Tussday, 1 July, the initﬁation of the foliowing esgtimate: ¥

3 ‘ . WIZ-73:  CONDITIONS AND TRENDS IN THE MIDDLE EAST
1 : L AFFOCTING US SECURTTY |

- Priority: _R.outine
‘ - ~ Torget date: 1 October 1952,
7. Subjee‘ﬁ, to the cancurrence by the TAC 4n this e,snimateg

your representatives are requesied to meet with us on Thursday,

3 July, at 10:00, in Roem 145 South Duilding, to review the sttached
tem of refereme ~
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. PAUL A, BOREL
Executive Secretary
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